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much upon what temporary and constantly changing arrange-
ments society adopts for distributing property as upon what sort
of individual interferes with such arrangements. The danger of
confusing the two issues is tacitly though unwittingly recognized
by well-to-do people when they use the word robbery for the
introduction of a new death duty. The same relativity applies
to actions classified as crimes when they have no direct relation
to our ephemeral Arrangements for property distribution. At
sundry times and in divers pkces private homicide has ranked as
a supreme duty and a supreme offence. Practices regarded as
delectable pastimes in classical civilizations are now punished as
unnatural vice in Northern Europe.

Man and Woman, first published in 1894, is more directly
related to his subsequent studies. Havelock Ellis himself believed
it was the necessary foundation for his subsequent studies in
sex psychology. In this he does scant justice to the genuine
importance of his life work. The truth is that he never clearly
stated the problem with which he was preoccupied. He made no
lasting contribution to methods for solving it, and he did not
add very much to the corpus of relevant data bearing upon the
subject. Writing in 1894, he was not in a position to do any of
these things.

Stated in general terms, the theme of Man and Woman is the
extent to which observed difierences between men and women
are due to nurture on the one hand or to constitution on the
other. This issue has a very definite meaning in the light of
modern research on sex determination. Microscopic and experi-
mental studies, which began about ten years after the publication
of Man and Woman, have removed it from the plane on which
Havelock Ellis discussed it. We know that the hereditary poten-
tialities of the individual have their material basis in minute
bodies called chromosomes lodged within the microscopic bricks
or cells of which our bodies are built up. We can recognize
individual pairs of these chromosomes within the cell, one
member of each pair being derived from the father, the other
frojn the mother. Apart from one exceptional pair, the maternal